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17 June (1944) is the day
Iceland was declared a
republic. December 1

(1918) is the day Iceland
became independent.

The Embassy will celebrate
independence day on
December 1, 2007.

More than one hundred

Indians had permanent

residence in Iceland in
2006.

Hindi words have found
there way also into the
Icelandic language.
"Shampoo" is a Hindi word
in origin, meaning not to
"ro wash the hair" but "to
massage".

Life expectancy in Iceland
is among the highest in the
world, 82.8 years for
women and 78.9 for men.

The number of foreign
tourists to Iceland
exceeded 400,000 in
2005.

Hindi words have found
there way also into the
Icelandic language.
"Shampoo" is a Hindi
word in origin, meaning
not "to wash the hair" but
"to massage".

Parts of Iceland’s
landscape are so
otherworldly that Apollo
astronauts came to Iceland
in 1969 to practise for a
subsequent landing on the
moon.
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Focus on Fisheries Cooperation

The UN’s Fisheries Training Programme Director visi

The Programme Director of the
United Nations University
Fisheries Training Programme
based in Iceland, Dr. Tumi
Témasson, visited India on May
21 - 28, 2007. Dr. Tdmasson met
with officials at the Fishery Survey
of India in Mumbai on 22 May.
During his subsequent three day
visit to New Delhi, Dr. Témasson,
accompanied by the
Ambassador and the Embassy’s
Trade Advisor, had meetings with
Ms. Charusheela Soni, Secretary,
and Mr. Ajay Bhattacharya, Joint
Secretary, at the Ministry of
Agriculture and Dr. S. Ayyapan,
Deputy Director General,
Fisheries, the Indian Council of
Agriculture Research.

cooperation between India and
Iceland, particularly through the
appropriate student  training
programmes at the United

Ms. Upma Chaudhary, Ambassador
Palsson, Ms. Charusheela Soni and
Dr. Témasson

ts Mumbai and Delhi

Indian students are expected to
take part in training programmes
of the University starting later this
year.

India is the third largest fish
producer in the world. Fisheries is
an important sector of the Indian
economy, contributing to
livelihoods and poverty alleviation
with 1,4% of GDP and 3% of
foreign currency earnings.

A draft memorandum of
understanding on  sustainable
fisheries development between
India and Iceland has been
approved by the Governments of
both countries.

The United Nations University
Fisheries Training Programme is
funded and operated by the
Government of Iceland.

Three Indian students will take part in fisheries training
programmes at the United Nations University in the
academic year starting in September 2007

Ways to strengthen fisheries

Nations University, figured
prominently in the talks. Three

Parliamentary elections lead
to a change of Government

Leader of Social Democrats is new Foreign Minister

The parliamentary elections held
in Iceland on 12 May 2007 have
resulted in the formation of a new
coalition Government.

On 22 May 2007 the

leader of the

center-right

Independence Party,

Mr. Geir H. Haarde,

and the leader of

the social democratic

People’s Alliance,

Mrs. Ingibjorg Sélran

Gisladéttir, announced

that they had agreed

centrist Progressive Party, while
Mrs. Gisladéttir has taken over as

Foreign Minister.
The new Foreign
Minister visited
| India in November
2006 2006 as a member
o] of a parliamentary
d delegation led by the

Speaker of t Althingi.

on a joint policy platform Mrs. Ingibjorg SOlrin  The delegation met

for the new cabinet.
Mr. Haarde stays on
as Prime Minister, having led the
previous coalition Government of
the Independence Party and the
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Gisladéttir

with the President,
ia. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, Vice
President Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat and Foreign Minister
Pranab Mukherjee.
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Brand Image
Needs a Boost

According to the Anholt Nation
Brands Index (NBI) carried out in
the fourth quarter of 2006, the
power and appeal of Iceland's
brand
positive overall in India among a

image was the least

group of countries covered in the
survey. The NBI survey is
conducted quarterly in 35

countries and shows how

consumers see the character and
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