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Minister of Commerce visits Ireland 
The Minister of Commerce, Björgvin G Sigurðsson, 
paid a visit to Ireland where he held consultations 
with his counterpart, John McGuinness, the Minister 
of State for Enterprise, Trade and Employment. 
During his visit the Minister also had talks on 
consumer matters with the Chief Executive of the 
National Consumer Agency. The Minister visited 
various financial institutions during his stay in Dublin. 
 
Seed Forum in London 
The Seed Forum is originally a Nordic venue for 
innovation companies and prospective investors to 
meet. Ambassador Gunnlaugsson made the opening 
remarks at the London meeting of the Forum on 1st 
November. Out of the nine Nordic companies present 
at the event two were Icelandic, Oxymap that 
specialises in developing an instrument capable of 
measuring the oxygen saturation of the human retina 
and Carbon Recycling International that aims at 
converting CO² into liquid methanol gasoline. In the 
evening there was a reception for the participants of 
the Forum at the Ambassador’s residence. 
www.seedforum.is 
 
Northern Lights in London 
Early in November an event took place at the Curzon 
Soho Cinema in London promoting trips to Iceland to 
view the Northern Lights. Representatives of the 
towns of Ísafjörður, Mývatn, Vopnafjörður, Höfn í 
Hornafirði and Kópavogur presented what they have 
to offer Aurora Borealis viewers visiting Iceland. The 
event was organised by Icelandair and Aurora tours. 
 
World Travel Market 
The World Travel Market 2007 was held at the ExCeL 
Centre in London in November. The Icelandic 
participation was organised by the Icelandic Tourist 
Board where sixteen Icelandic companies from the 
travel industry participated in this annual event. 
Ambassador Gunnlaugsson and other Embassy staff 
visited the Icelandic stand at the ExCeL Centre. 
 
Death of Honorary Consul in Birmingham 
It is with much sadness that the Embassy informs 
of the death of Knud E. H. Teisen, former Honorary 
Consul of Iceland in Birmingham. Consul E. H. 
Teisen was appointed Consul in Birmingham in 
1984 and served Iceland’s interests with great 
distinction until 2005.  Our condolences go to his 
family. 

 
The Internationalisation of Iceland's Financial 
Sector: A Status Report 
The Iceland Chamber of Commerce and the British-
Icelandic Chamber of Commerce hosted a Luncheon, 
in the presence of Prime Minister Geir H. Haarde, to 
present a report entitled “The Internationalisation of 
Iceland's Financial Sector”, on 21st November at the 
Mandarin Oriental, London. The presentation was 
made by Professor Richard Portes of London 
Business School and President of the Centre for 
Economic Policy and Research (CEPR), a leading 
world authority on International Finance and 
Macroeconomics. The Iceland Chamber of 
Commerce requested Professor Portes and 
Professor Fridrik Mar Baldursson of Reykjavík 
University to analyse the extent of economic 
imbalances in Iceland and the potential effect on the 
financial system, as well as the development of 
Iceland’s financial sector since February 2006. 
Professor Portes presented his findings and the guest 
of honour Prime Minister Geir H. Haarde addressed 
the meeting, which was attended by more than 150 
international banking and financial executives in 
London. The report is available at:  www.chamber.is 
 
IMO Assembly 
The 25th Session of the International Maritime 
Organisation Assembly is being held in London this 
month. The IMO promotes cooperation among 
governments and the shipping industry to improve 
maritime safety and to prevent marine pollution. The 
Assembly meets bi-annually and in attendance were 
representatives from its 167 member countries. The 
Icelandic delegation is comprised of representatives 
from the Ministry of Transport and Communications, 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the Icelandic Maritime 
Administration as well as the Embassy. 
 
Reykjavík to Rotterdam 
An event promoting Icelandic contemporary culture, 
Reykjavík to Rotterdam, took place from the 21st until 
the 24th of November in Rotterdam, the Netherlands. 
The Embassy, along with other Icelandic institutions 
and companies supported the event. The Reykjavík 
to Rotterdam Foundation has as its goal to organise 
cultural events showcasing the most recent 
developments in the Icelandic cultural scene. The 
foundation promotes artists and unknown talent and 
provides them with the opportunity to perform abroad. 
For more information please see: www.reykjavik.to 
 

 

Information on future Icelandic cultural events in the UK and accredited countries can be found on the Embassy’s website: www.iceland.org/uk 
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