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Foreign Minister visits London
Ingibjorg Soélrun Gisladéttir, Minister for
Foreign Affairs, paid a visit to London
from 11-12th May. She had
discussions with Mr Jim Murphy MP,
Minister of State for Europe and Lord
Malloch-Brown, Minister of State for
Africa, Asia and United Nations. During
the visit The Foreign Minister and Mr Murphy
signed a Memorandum of Understanding on co-
operation in the field of defence and security
between the United Kingdom and Iceland. The
Foreign Minister also addressed a luncheon with
members of the British Icelandic Chamber of
Commerce and attended a reception hosted by
Ambassador Gunnlaugsson held at his residence
in honour of the Minister.

British IPU Group visits Iceland

A six member British parliamentary delegation of
the Inter-Parliamentary Union visited Iceland earlier
this month as guests of the Icelandic IPU Group
and had meetings and briefings at Alpingi, the
Icelandic parliament. The parliamentary delegation
was led by the Right Hon Sir Gerald Kaufman MP,
former Shadow Foreign Secretary 1987-1992.

Mugison - Iceland Music Export — Iceland
Airwaves
The Ambassador hosted a

working press luncheon at his
residence on 21st May where
Mugison and Iceland Airwaves
music festival were introduced to
UK critics. Representatives from
Iceland Music Export were
present along with journalists and
marketing directors from various
broadsheets and media outlets,
including The Sunday Times, The
Guardian, My Space, Yahoo and Bebo.

The launch party of Mugison then took place at the
Corsica Studios in London on 22nd May. His latest
album “Mugiboogie” has already become the best
selling album in Iceland, shifting over 10,000
copies to date, and is expected to create
international attention.

Love in the Lyric Hammersmith

29 May - 21 June 2008

The Icelandic team behind the hit Metamorphosis
return to the Lyric Hammersmith with Love, a
romantic musical set in an old people’s home.
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George Walker Foundation

The Ambassador hosted a working luncheon at his
residence on 19th May to prepare, with British
backers, for the opening of a Science Research
Centre in geology later this summer at
Breiddalsvik, Eastern Iceland. The Centre will
commemorate and continue the legacy of the
eminent geologist George Walker who did
extensive research in the east of Iceland and made
remarkable achievements in mapping and
enhancing understanding of the geology of that
region.

Peaceful Iceland

Iceland is the world’'s most peaceful country,
according to an index measuring internal and
external turmoil in 140 countries compiled by the
Economist Intelligence Unit. An article in the
Guardian on 20th May quoted Ingibjérg Sélrin
Gisladottir, Iceland’s Minister for Foreign Affairs
saying "We are very pleased that the index
confirms the core values of a small democratic
society ... which has never had a military and has
effectively practised peace for hundreds of years.
We can feel that other states also find this of
importance and it is in fact a driving force in our
first-time candidacy for a non-permanent seat on
the UN security council."

Iceland has the lowest proportion of its citizens in
jail of all 140 countries surveyed.

Akureyri — Grimshy relationship

Mayor of Grimsby, along with local

of establishing a twinning relationship between the
two communities with emphasis on education,
research and business co-operation. This visit
follows an earlier visit by city representatives of
Akureyri last year to Grimsby. The Embassy
originally played an active role in bringing these
two communities together.

Visiting Lecturer at UCL

Professor Armann Jakobsson at the University of
Iceland recently gave two lectures at the
Department of Scandinavian Studies at University
College London (UCL), entitled ‘Egils saga and
Empathy: Emotions and Moral Issues in a
Dysfunctional Saga Family’ and ‘The Ominous
Laughter of the Merman’. The visiting lectureship in
Icelandic studies was made possible by a
generous support of the Egill Skallagrimsson Fund
of the Embassy.
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