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New Government in Iceland 
The Independence Party and the Social Democratic 
Alliance have formed a new government in Iceland. 
Geir H. Haarde (IP) remains Prime Minister and the 
SDA’s chairman, Ingibjörg Sólrún Gísladóttir, 
becomes Minister for Foreign Affairs. Other Ministers 
are Árni M. Mathiesen (IP) Minister of Finance, 
Björgvin G. Sigurðsson (SDA) Minister of Commerce, 
Björn Bjarnason (IP) Minister of Justice, Einar K. 
Guðfinnsson (IP) Minister of Fisheries and 
Agriculture, Guðlaugur Þór Þórðarson (IP) Minister of 
Health, Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir (SDA) Minister of 
Social and Insurance Affairs, Kristján Möller (SDA) 
Minister of Transport and Communications, 
Þorgerður Katrín Gunnarsdóttir (IP) Minister of 
Culture and Education, Þórunn Sveinbjarnardóttir 
(SDA) Minister for the Environment and Össur 
Skarphéðinsson (SDA) Minister of Industry. 
 
Parliamentary Elections 
Elections to the Alþingi took place in Iceland on the 
12th of May. The results were as follows: the 
Independence Party received 36.6 % of the vote and 
25 MPs, the Social Democratic Alliance received 
26.8% and 18 MPs, the Leftist Green Party received 
14.3% and 9 MPs, the Progressive Party got 11.7% 
and 7 MPs, the Liberal Party got 7.2% and 4 MPs 
and the Icelandic Movement got 3.3% and no 
parliamentarians. Although the former coalition 
government of the Independence Party and the 
Progressive Party acquired 32 seats in the 
parliament, the lowest possible majority, the parties 
chose not to continue their coalition government.  
 
Embassy of Iceland: Side-accreditations 
The Government of Iceland has decided, by a 
presidential decree, that the Embassy of Iceland in 
London will now cover three new countries; Jordan, 
Macedonia and Qatar. Greece however, has been 
transferred from the Embassy to the Embassy of 
Iceland in Oslo. 
 
Re-granting of Icelandic Citizenship 
The deadline for applying for the re-granting of 
Icelandic citizenship is 1 July 2007. Under this 
provision, persons who acquired the citizenship of 
another state before 1 July 2003, and lost their 
Icelandic citizenship in consequence without this 
being demanded by the state concerned, may apply 
to the Ministry of Justice to be granted Icelandic 
citizenship anew. Further information is available 
from the Ministry of Justice: Tel: +354 545 9000 or 
www.domsmalaraduneyti.is 

 
Ambassador’s Visit to Liverpool 
Ambassador Gunnlaugsson was in Liverpool in May 
where he paid a formal visit to the Lord Mayor, Joan 
Lang. He further more held talks with the Chamber of 
Commerce and discussed trade and service links 
between Iceland and the UK. The Ambassador had a 
working luncheon with prominent members of the 
city’s academic and cultural sector. Among guests 
were the Vice Chancellor of Liverpool University, 
representatives from Liverpool’s Chamber of 
Commerce and the Philharmonic Society. Among 
topics that were discussed was the preparation of an 
Icelandic Culture Festival in Liverpool at the end of 
the year. Anthony Brown, the Icelandic Consul in 
Liverpool rendered his able assistance during the 
Ambassador’s visit. 
 
National Day Celebrations 
This year our National Day will be celebrated a day 
earlier, on June 16th, in London. The venue is St. 
Luke’s church on Sydney Street in Chelsea. 
Celebrations will start at 2pm with a church service, 
which will be followed by a garden party. For further 
information please visit the Icelandic Society’s 
webpage: www.ifelag.co.uk  
 
The Viking Society for Northern Research 
The annual general meeting of the Viking Society for 
Northern Research was held at the School of English 
at the University of Leeds in May. Jamie Cochrane 
lectured on “Síðu-Halls saga og sona hans”. Dr. 
Richard North, Reader in English, University College 
London, was re-elected as President of the Viking 
Society.  
 
Hafdís Bennett & Ragga Ólafs at DCK 
Icelandic artists Hafdís Bennett and Ragga Ólafs 
have opened a joint exhibition at the Design Centre 
Knightsbridge. Ragga is displaying her works with 
leather and skin and Hafdís both paintings and 
sculptures. www.designck.co.uk 
 
Björk in Amsterdam 
Björk will hold a concert in Amsterdam on the 8th of 
July at Cultuurpark Westergasfabriek. For further 
information and tickets see www.mojo.nl and/or   
www.ticketmaster.nl  
 
Contemporary Dance 
Erna Ómarsdottir and Jóhann Jóhannsson return to 
The Place in London in June to open a new season 
of international contemporary dance under the 
heading The Turning World. For further information 
see: www.ernaomarsdottir.com. Online bookings at    
www.theplace.org.uk 
 

 

Information on future Icelandic cultural events in the UK and accredited countries can be found on the Embassy’s website: www.iceland.org/uk 
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