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News from the Embassy of Iceland in London

United Kingdom - Greece - Ireland - Lebanon - Netherlands - Malta - Nigeria

William Hague in Iceland

Conservative Shadow Foreign Minister, William
Hague, met with Foreign Minister Valgerdur
Sverrisdéttir in a short visit to Iceland on March 28™.
Discussions touched upon defence matters in the
North-Atlantic, issues pertaining to the European
Union and the situation in Iraq, Iran and the Middle
East. Mr. Hague also met with Prime Minister Geir H.
Haarde at a private dinner, hosted by the Prime
Minister.

Political Talks in The Hague

The Permanent Secretary of State, Grétar Mar
Sigurdsson, accompanied by Ambassador
Gunnlaugsson, recently held talks with his
counterpart in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the
Hague, Dr. Philip de Heer. They discussed defence
and security matters, Iceland’s candidacy for the
Security Council for 2009-2010, EU/EEA issues and
bilateral matters between Iceland and the
Netherlands.

Ministerial Meeting in Dublin

The Ministers of Environment of Austria, Iceland,
Ireland and Norway met earlier this week in Dublin for
discussions on the proposed reopening of the nuclear
reprocessing plant at Sellafield. The countries have
voiced concerns over the reopening of the THORP
plant at the Sellafield nuclear site which has been
closed since April 2005 following the discovery of a
highly radioactive liquid leak.

EXEDRA in London

More than 100 Icelandic women, members of Exedra,
representing various segments of Icelandic society,
visited London earlier this month to learn about
investment and business opportunities for Icelandic
companies in the United Kingdom. The Exedra group
was addressed by Foreign Minister Valgerdur
Sverrisdéttir as well as various business leaders.
Ambassador Gunnlaugsson gave a presentation at
his residence of the role of the Embassy and the
foreign service.

Changes at Icelandair in London

Stephen Brown, Icelandair General Manager UK &
Ireland, is to become the General Manager of
Icelandair in Paris which covers France, Italy, Spain
and Portugal. To say farewell to Stephen,
Ambassador Gunnlaugsson hosted a gathering in his
honour. Many influential people from the city’s travel
sector came to wish Stephen well and meet his
successor, Helgi Mar Bjérgvinsson, who has been the
General Manager of Icelandair in Paris.

UH-17 at the Embassy

Twelve Icelandic companies, taking part in the UH 17
project on Foreign Marketing and Growth, organised
by the Trade Council of Iceland, spent 3 days at the
Embassy in March. A seminar on presentation skills
and marketing took place in the Embassy’s meeting
room and the program culminated in an introduction
of five of the companies to British travel agents.

Icelandic Banks Receive Top Ratings

All three major Icelandic banks, Glitnir, Kaupthing and
Landsbankinn, have now been awarded the top rating
of Aaa by Moody’s, the international ratings agency,
The Icelandic banks now all have the same rating as
the Nordic region’s largest banks, Den Danske Bank,
Nordea and Sampo.

National Theatre of Iceland at the Barbican

The National Theatre of Iceland performed Ibsen’s
Peer Gynt at the Barbican in March with director
Baltasar Kormakur. There were ten performances
and all were sold out. The play was well received
both by the audience and the media critiques. The
National Theatre has been invited to stage Peer Gynt
again at the Barbican on its main stage.

Vesturport Theatre in Amsterdam

Vesturport Theatre will present Buchner's 1837
masterpiece Woyzeck at "Het Muziektheater" in
Amsterdam from the 18" to the 22" of April. Tickets
are available online at www.hetmuziektheater.nl.

Sophia Rizvi - Fara og Koma / Coming & Going
Inspired by the artist's experience of Icelandic
winters, Sophia Rizvi's exhibition Fara og Koma /
Coming & Going is at the SW1 Gallery, London 22™
March - 21% April 2007. There will be a special
Celebration of Iceland evening at the gallery, Monday
16 April 2007. www.swlgallery.co.uk

A Journey to Iceland

Two of Iceland's most exciting young musicians,
Emilia Ros Sigfasdottir (flute) and Astridur Alda
Sigurdardéttir  (piano), performed at two special
Icelandic musical in Oxford and at St. James’s
Church in London on the 28" and 29" of March 2007.

Baltasar Kormakur's films at the Barbican

The Barbican Centre showed two of the Icelandic
director's films; A Little Trip to Heaven & 101
Reykjavik on March 10™. Between the two showings
Baltasar gave an onstage interview and answered
guestions from the audience.

Information on future Icelandic cultural eventdtie UK and accredited countries can be found orfEthbassy’s websitevww.iceland.org/uk
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