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Responsible Fisheries Management 
The Embassy, in association with the Federation of 
Icelandic Fishing Vessels Owners and Icelandic 
Fish Producers, organised a Workshop at the 
Embassy earlier this month on Responsible 
Fisheries Management in Iceland. The purpose of 
the workshop, which was chaired by Ambassador 
Gunnlaugsson, was to present the state of cod and 
haddock stocks in Icelandic waters and prospects 
for the future. The workshop was addressed by 
Einar Kr. Guðfinnson, Minister of Fisheries, and 
Friðrik Jón Arngrímsson, CEO of the Federation of 
Icelandic Fishing Vessel Owners. Dr Kristján 
Þórarinsson also of the Federation of Icelandic 
Fishing Vessel Owners, presented The Role of the 
Federation and the Economic and Management 
Aspects of Icelandic Fisheries and Þorsteinn 
Sigurðsson of the Marine Research Institute 
presented The Biology, the Stock Status and 
Outlook for Cod and Haddock in Icelandic Waters. 
Kristrún Heimisdóttir, the Political Advisor to 
Foreign Minister Ingibjörg Sólrún Gísladóttir was in 
attendance. The workshop concluded with an 
informal exchange of views and information 
between producers/suppliers and buyers of 
Icelandic fish products. Some 45 persons from the 
Icelandic UK companies and producers, UK 
supermarkets and UK wholesalers took part in the 
workshop. The event was deemed so successful 
that indications are that it will be repeated next 
year.  
 
British-Icelandic Chamber of Commerce  
The BICC South Chapter organised a Bar-B-Q at 
the Dell Hyde Park on 12th June. The event was 
sponsored by Straumur-Burðarás and Eversheds 
and over 60 members and guests attended. The 
BICC North Chapter held its 5th Annual Golf Day in 
North Lincolnshire on 26th June. The event was 
sponsored by Icelandair and Dickinson Dees LLP. 
 
Seed Forum International 
The Icelandic Marine Biotechnology company 
Zymetech was introduced to London based 
investors at the 11th Seed Forum International 
which was held recently. Zymetech is involved in 
research, development, production marketing and 
sales of products of the patented Penzyme 
technology. The enzymes are proteins from marine 
organisms and used in natural products, cosmetic 
and hygienic products and registered 
pharmaceuticals. www.zymetech.com  

 
TM Software Signs a Contract with a Dutch 
Hospital 
The Icelandic company, TM Software, has signed a 
three year contract with a Dutch hospital, 
Ziekenhuis Walcheren, on the institution of Theriak 
Logi and Fina Management systems. It is 
estimated that the first part of the project will be 
finalized at the end of June. 
 
Exista invests in JJB Sports 
The Icelandic investment company, Exista, has in 
conjunction with Chris Ronnie bought 29% share in 
the British Sportgear Chain JJB Sports which 
operates over 400 stores in the UK and Ireland. 
Kaupthing Singer & Fridlander was in charge of the 
financing of the purchase and led buyers and 
sellers together.  
 
Egilssjóður 
The Egill Skallagrímsson Fund is a registered 
charity in Britain under the auspices of the 
Embassy of Iceland. The main objective of the 
Fund is to promote the culture and art of Iceland in 
the United Kingdom and for this purpose it provides 
financial support for artistic endeavours. Grants are 
awarded twice a year and are usually given on the 
basis of artistic merit and financial need. 
Applications must reach the Embassy before May 
1st or November 1st.  
On June 6th 2007 the board of the fund decided on 
grants for the following projects: 
 

To Benjamin Frost for an installation and an 
exhibition at Manchester Festival 2007. 

To Dr Daisy Neijman, on behalf of UCL for two 
lectures about Icelandic Culture.  

To Hildur Guðnadóttir, for the musical 
collaboration “Samflot” that was a part of “Faster than 
Sound” music festival in Suffolk.  

To Kolbrún Kristín Karlsdóttir for the “Reykjavik 
Nights in London” concert at Luminare. Icelandic Bands 
Trabant and Æla performed.  

To Ingi Þór Jónsson for Icelandic Cultural 
Festival, ICE 2007 to be held at the end of the year in 
Liverpool.  

To SIGN for a 10 day concert route around the 
UK in August. 
 
Funding for The Egill Skallagrímsson Fund is made 
available by contributions from Icelandic 
companies in the UK. The members of the board 
are Ambassador Gunnlaugsson, Archaeologist 
Guðrún Sveinbjarnardóttir and Gústaf Baldvinsson, 
Managing Director of Seagold UK. 



 
 
Magnús Magnússon 
The Celebration of the life of Magnús Magnússon, 
the renowned journalist and BBC presenter who 
died on the 7th January, took place at Glasgow 
Caledonian University on June 8th. Magnús served 
as the University Chancellor from 2002 – 2007. 
The gathering was attended by over 400 guests. 
Various distinguished personalities and members 
of the family paid tribute to Magnús’ contribution 
and leadership in the field of academics, 
environment, the Icelandic Sagas and his unique 
skills as a television presenter. Ambassador 
Gunnlaugsson attended the ceremony.  
 
Magnús Magnússon Fund and Fellowship   
To commemorate the academic accomplishments 
of Magnús Magnússon, Glasgow Caledonian 
University has established a Scholarship Awards 
Scheme and a Fellowship Programme in his name. 
As stated by his family, Magnús’ “life-long 
encouragement of individual excellence will be 
reflected in the scholarship and his myriad 
intellectual passions celebrated in the fellowship”. 
For further information about the fund please visit 
www.gcal.ac.uk/magnusmagnussonfund  
 
Ólafur Kjartan Sigurðarson at Holland Park 
Icelandic tenor, Ólafur Kjartan Sigurðarson, has 
taken on the part of Manfredo in Opera Holland 
Park’s L’amore dei tre Re. This is the first time that 
this particular production is staged at Holland Park. 
There will be five performance dates; July 27th, 
August 1st, 3rd, 8th and 10th. For tickets and further 
information, please visit 
www.rbkc.gov.uk/ohpseason/lamore  
 
Funi RVK með tónleikaröð i UK 
Icelandic/English duo FUNI (Bára Grímsdóttir and 
Chris Foster) will be on tour in England in June 
2007, playing traditional songs from Iceland and 
England. For more information about FUNI and the 
tour, please visit www.myspace.com/funireykjavik 
 
A Private Paradise 
Icelander Tinna Lúðvíksdóttir is participating in an 
exhibition in which four artists each search for their 
own private paradise. The exhibition will take place 
from 9th June – 29th July at the Danielle Arnaud 
Contemporary Art in London. Further information is 
available at www.daniellearnaud.com 
 

 
 
Ólafur Elíasson co-designs the Serpentine 
Pavilion 2007 
The prestigious Serpentine Gallery in London has 
invited Icelandic Artist Ólafur Elíasson to design its 
summer Pavilion alongside Norwegian Architect 
Kjetil Thorson. The Pavilion will be opened in July 
and will be open until October. This is the eighth 
summer that the Pavilion is built and it is estimated 
to welcome about 250,000 visitors this summer.  
 
Hreinn Friðfinnsson at the Serpentine Gallery 
Icelandic artist Hreinn Friðfinnsson will be showing 
his work at the Serpentine Gallery in Hyde Park, 
London from 17th July – 2nd September 2007. 
Hreinn is considered to be one of Iceland’s leading 
conceptual artists. The exhibition will be co-curated 
by Ólafur Elíasson.  
 
Ólafur G. Jóhannsson at the Opera Gallery 
Icelandic artist, Ólafur G. Jóhannsson, has opened 
an exhibition at the prestigious Opera Gallery on 
New Bond Street, London. For further information 
please visit www.operagallery.com  
 
Harry Bilson at the Albemarle Gallery 
Icelandic born artist Harry Bilson will be showing 
his work at the Albemarle Gallery in London from 
28th June – 21st July. For further information please 
visit   www.albemarlegallery.com  
 
A Celebration of Elisabeth Schwarzkopf 
The Icelandic baritone Ágúst Ólafsson will 
participate in a concert to celebrate the life of the 
renowned soprano Elisabeth Schwarzkopf (1915-
2006) on the 12th of July at Wigmore Hall, London. 
A pre-concert talk will be given by John Steane. 
Ágúst Ólafsson took part in Dame Elizabeth’s 
masterclasses and was working with her at her 
house in Austria until the time of her death. 
 
Valur FC in Ireland 
Reykjavík based football team Valur, will be playing 
against Cork City F.C. in the Inter-toto cup on 30th 
June. www.valur.is  
 
Icelandic Horses in the UK 
The Icelandic Horse Society of Great Britain held 
its annual championship show in Peeblesshire, 
Scotland from the 22nd - 24th June. Nearly 70 
entries, horse and rider combinations, took part. 
The show was also a qualifying event for the 
choice of the UK team at the World Championship 
in the Netherlands from 7th -12th August of next. 
 

 

Information on future Icelandic cultural events in the UK and accredited countries can be found on the Embassy’s website: www.iceland.org/uk 
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