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State Visit to Qatar 
The President of Iceland, Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson and 
his wife, Dorrit Moussaieff, paid a State Visit to Qatar 
from the 22nd to the 25th of January. They were 
received by the Emir of Qatar Sheikh Hamad bin 
Khalifa Al-Thani and the Consort of the Emir Sheikha 
Mozah bint Nasser Al-Missned. The Minister for 
Industry, Energy and Tourism, Össur Skarphéðinsson 
and Iceland’s new Ambassador to Qatar, Sverrir 
Haukur Gunnlaugsson and his wife Guðný 
Aðalsteinsdóttir accompanied the President along with 
a delegation of Icelandic businessmen and officials.   In 
addition to the official talks the President and his 
delegation received an extensive presentation of 
Qatar’s economic agenda for the future, visiting the 
educational facilities of the Qatar foundation, the Ras 
Laffan gas production centre and Qatar’s Financial 
Centre. Furthermore, a visit was paid to the Al-Jazeera 
television station where the President was interviewed 
for a presentation on Iceland and Iceland’s role in the 
world, to be broadcast in Arabic to 50 million viewers in 
the next few days. 
 
Icelandic and Qatari Agreements 
During the visit the Minister for Industry, Energy and 
Tourism, Össur Skarphéðinsson signed an Agreement 
on Economic, Commercial and Technical Co-operation 
between Iceland and Qatar, in addition to a MOU on 
co-operation between the countries in tourism. Minister 
Skarphéðinsson furthermore had a meeting with H. E. 
Abdullah bin Hamad al-Attiyah, the Deputy Premier and 
Minister of Energy and Industry where cooperation 
between the countries in the field of energy was 
discussed. Representatives of Icelandic energy 
companies followed this meeting up with further 
consultations with their Qatari counterparts. 
 
Icelandic Ambassador to Qatar 
Ambassador Gunnlaugsson delivered on January 17th a 
copy of his credentials as Ambassador of Iceland to 
Qatar residing in London to H. E. Ahmad Bin Abdullah 
Al-Mahmoud, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs. 
Furthermore Ambassador Gunnlaugsson had extensive 
talks with officials of the Foreign Ministry and paid a 
visit to Qatar’s Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
and the Qatar Tourism and Exhibition Authority.  

 
Vesturport’s Metamorphosis 
Icelandic theatre company Vesturport presents its 
production of Kafka’s Metamorphosis at the Lyric 
Hammersmith Theatre in London, 11th January – 2nd 
February 2008, before embarking on an international 
tour. The show, starring Icelandic actor Björn Thors, 
combines a mind-bending, gravity-defying split level set, 
a mesmerising score by Nick Cave and Warren Ellis and 
daring aerial action. www.lyric.co.uk  

 
Egill Skallagrímsson Fund 
The Egill Skallagrímsson Fund is a registered charity in 
Britain under the auspices of the Embassy of Iceland. 
The main objective of the Fund is to promote the culture 
and art of Iceland in the United Kingdom and for this 
purpose it provides financial support for artistic 
endeavours. Grants are awarded twice a year and are 
usually given on the basis of artistic merit and financial 
need. Applications must reach the Embassy before May 

1
st 

or November 1
st
 each year. Last December the board 

of the fund decided on grants for the following projects: 
 
·  To Autumn Neagle for Ólafur Arnalds concert at the 

Holywell Music Room, Oxford, in December 2007. 
·  To Kolbrún Kristín Karlsdóttir for Reykjavík Nights, 

concerts celebrating Icelandic bands in London and 
Liverpool, autumn 2007. 

·  To Martin John Maddaford, on behalf of the artists, 
for In the City: Iceland Showcase; a performance by 
bands Dikta, Skátar and Kira Kira in Manchester, 
October 2007. 

·  To The Valley Group, Icelandic musicians who 
performed poems by Jónas Hallgrímsson set to 
music by the composer Atli Heimir Sveinsson at 
London’s Leighton House in December 2007. 

·  To Dagmar Þorsteinssdóttir, on behalf of 20 
Icelandic artists, who participated in the ICECOOL 
art & design exhibition in Liverpool, November 2007. 

·  To Kristín Scheving for 700IS Reindeerland, a show 
of films in Manchester’s Alsager Gallery, October 
2007. 

 
Funding for The Egill Skallagrímsson Fund is made 
available by contributions from Icelandic companies in 
the United Kingdom. The members of the board are 
Ambassador Gunnlaugsson, Archaeologist Guðrún 
Sveinbjarnardóttir and Gústaf Baldvinsson, Managing 
Director of Seagold UK. 
 
Pétur Tryggvi at Collect Art Fair 
Icelandic gold- and silversmith Pétur Tryggvi exhibited 
his work at Collect: The International Art Fair for 
Contemporary Objects at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum in London, 25-29 January 2008. Collect 
showcases the very best in decorative and fine arts, 
representing over 350 leading artists. Pétur Tryggvi was 
the first Icelandic artist to participate in the art fair. 
www.peturtryggvi.dk 
 
Bilateral talks in Malta 
During the annual diplomatic meetings of ambassadors 
in Malta in January with President Fenech Adami, Prime 
Minister Gonzi and Foreign Minister Frendo, 
Ambassador Gunnlaugsson held bilateral talks with the 
Permanent Secretary of the Foreign Ministry, Mrs Attard 
Pirotta. 

 

Information on future Icelandic cultural events in the UK and accredited countries can be found on the Embassy’s website: www.iceland.org/uk 
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