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News from the Embassy of Iceland in London

Magnus Magnulsson passes away

Magnus Magnusson, the former host of BBC quiz show
Mastermind, has passed away at the age of 77. Magnus
was born in Reykjavik, Iceland, but moved to Scotland
at an early age and grew up in Edinburgh where his
father was Consul General of Iceland. Magnus was a
proud Icelandic citizen and made quite sure that
everyone knew it. He was a prolific writer and historian
specialising in his Viking ancestry and biblical
archaeology. He translated Icelandic Sagas into English
as well as some of Halldér Laxness’ novels. Magnus
was awarded the Commanders Cross of the Order of
the Icelandic Falcon and an honorary knighthood in
1989. He served as rector of Edinburgh University from
1975-78 and Chancellor of Glasgow Caledonian
University from 2002. Ambassador Gunnlaugsson and
his wife Gudny S. Adalsteinsdéttir attended the funeral
service for Magnus Magnusson on January 17", on
behalf of the Government of Iceland. A memorial service
will be held at a later date in the year.

Security and Defence Matters

A delegation from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and
the Prime Minister's Office, led by Grétar Mar
Sigurdsson, Permanent Secretary of State, has held
bilateral talks in London with officials from the Foreign
and Commonwealth Office and the Ministry of Defence.
The main objective of the talks was to discuss common
matters of security and defence and possible future
collaboration in this area. These discussions are in
continuation of similar talks that have been held with
Norway and Denmark with the overall aim to establish a
new defence and security framework for Iceland now
that the US Defence Force has left Iceland.

Lecturer in Early Scandinavian Studies

A Lecturer in Early Scandinavian Studies is sought in
the School of Language and Literature at the University
of Aberdeen. The Lecturer is supposed to contribute to a
new programme in Scandinavian Studies, teaching and
research and to the building up of a research
environment in that field. Applicants with experience of
research and teaching in Early Scandinavian Literature
and/or history, a record of research in Scandinavian
culture and a fluency in at least one Scandinavian
language would be welcome. For further information
please contact Professor Stefan Brink, Chair in
Scandinavian Studies, King’s College, University of
Aberdeen.

Porrablét

The Icelandic societies will host their annual Porrabléts
in London and Hull on 3" February, in Edinburgh on 24"
February and in Amsterdam 10™ March. For further
information please contact your local Icelandic society.

Egilssjoour

The Egill Skallagrimsson Fund is a registered charity in
Britain under the auspices of the Embassy of Iceland.
The main objective of the Fund is to promote the culture
and art of Iceland in the United Kingdom and for this
purpose it provides financial support for artistic
endeavours. Grants are awarded twice a year and are
usually given on the basis of artistic merit and financial
need. Applications must reach the Embassy before May
1% or November 1%

On December 4™ 2006 the board of the fund decided on
grants for the following projects:

To Comma Press for the participation of Agust
Borgp6r Sverrisson, writer, in “Manchester Literature
Festival’ that was held in celebration of the publishing of
the book “Decapolis: Tales from ten cities”.

To five Icelandic bands and musicians; Eliza,
Mammdt, Oléf Arnalds, Ulpa and borir, that took part in
Manchester’s music festival “In the city” and performed
there on a night dedicated to Iceland.

To Benni Hemm Hemm, Flis, Paul Lyndon and
DJ Apfelbult to hold a concert at The Luminaire in
London.

To Sian Eira for “Migrations Contemporary
Dance” project in which Icelandic dancer Erna
Omarsdottir performs.

To Artic Opera to hold an Icelandic Christmas
Concert in Leighton House where various Icelandic
artists performed.

To Polly Eldridge to hold a Kitchen Motors
concert in November in various locations in the United
Kingdom. Skdli Sverrisson, Jéhann J6hannsson, Hildur
Gudnadattir, Kira Kira and Magnus Helgason performed.

Funding for The Egill Skallagrimsson Fund is made
available by contributions from Icelandic companies in
the United Kingdom. The members of the board are
Ambassador Gunnlaugsson, Archaeologist Gudrin
Sveinbjarnardéttir and Gustaf Baldvinsson, Managing
Director of Seagold UK.

Icelandic Students in the UK

According to information from the Icelandic Students’
Loan Fund, 180 Icelandic students will receive loans
and grants for studies at British universities and other
higher educational institutions for the academic year of
2006-2007. The actual number of Icelandic students in
the United Kingdom is considerably higher because
many students do not receive or apply for loans from the
Icelandic Students’ Loan Fund, due to the fact that loans
for studies abroad are restricted to certain categories.

Information on future Icelandic cultural eventdtie UK and the accredited countries can be fountherEmbassy’s homepage
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