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Prime Minister in Oxford

The Prime Minister of Iceland, Mr Geir H Haarde, visited
Oxford on the 28™ November. During the visit he was
received by Professor Tony Monaco, the Pro Vice
Chancellor of Oxford University and Dr Heather Bell,
Director of International Strategy. Mr Haarde paid a visit
to the English Faculty Library where numerous old
Icelandic manuscripts and books are kept. The PM met
the Icelandic students at Oxford during his visit.
Furthermore he visited St John’s College, where he was
welcomed by Sir Michael Scholar, President of the
College and Dr. Carolyne Larrington. The PM’s address
at the Oxford Union in the evening was followed by
questions from the students.

Salute to Iceland

On Monday the 3" of December 2007 the Valley Group,
featuring renowned Icelandic musicians such as Hulda
Bjork Gardarsdottir (soprano), Eyjolfur Eyjolfsson
(tenor), Sigrun Edvaldsdottir (violin), Sigurdur Ingvi
Snorrason (clarinet), Anna Gudny Gudmundsdottir
(piano) and Havardur Tryggvason (double bass)
performed at Lelghton House Museum. The Group, in
honour of the 200™ anniversary of Iceland’'s most
beloved romantic poet J6nas Hallgrimsson, presented
some of his works set to music by the composer Atli
Heimir Sveinsson. The performance was both well
attended and well received. This recital was the third in
as many years organised by Ragna and Austin Erwin to
bring Icelandic music to a distinguished London
audience.

Northern Scholars Scheme

Dr Sveinn Yngvi Egilsson of the Department of Icelandic
at the University of Iceland delivered a lecture in
November on Jénas Hallgrimsson and Icelandic nation
building at the University of Edinburgh. Joénas
Hallgrimsson was Iceland’s most renowned poet and
natural scientist and the lecture was given in memory of
his birth 200 years ago.

Samskip acquires ICEPAK

Icelandic owned transport company Samskip, which is
one of the largest container transport companies in
Europe, recently acquired ICEPAK, a leading global
reefer logistics company. ICEPAK has been operating
for 15 years and has offices in the UK, USA and
Australia enjoying considerable success.

Population of Iceland exceeds 311,000

This autumn the population of Iceland had reached
311,396, according to information from Statistics Iceland
(158,886 men and 152,530 women). There was an
increase of 7000 people in the last year. The population
of Iceland reached 300,000 at the beginning of the year
2006. www.statice.is

ICE2007 in Liverpool

From music to film, photography to design, the ICE2007
festival, which took place in Liverpool this month
showcased the best of Icelandic culture. On 29"

November the festival was launched with a reception
hosted by Ambassador Gunnlaugsson and attended by
a large number of distinguished guests from the
Liverpool community. Lord Mayor of Liverpool Councillor

Paul Clark and the Ambassador formally opened
ICE2007. Ingi Thor Jonsson, a resident of Liverpool,
was |CE2007's creator and its director, and the

Embassy, along with various Icelandic institutions and
companies, supported the event. As part of the four day
festival, the ICECOOL art and design exhibition,
overseen by Dagmar borsteinsdéttir, featured 20
Icelandic artists and designers displaying a variety of
items, from jewellery to furniture. Icelandic films on show
at Liverpool’'s Picturehouse were sold out within hours
and an exhibition of works by Ragnar Axelsson and
Hafdis Bennet at Albert Docks was also well received.
ICE2007 included a special Icelandic Church service to
mark the 1% of December, a short story competition held
in Liverpool secondary schools with 400 entrants and
culinary creations by Icelandic Chef Ragnar Omarsson
at one of Liverpool's leading restaurants, Room.
Icelandic music groups also played at some of
Liverpool's renowned music venues www.iceQ7.org.

Katrin Fridriks Exhibition at DCK, London

On the 6™ of December Icelandic artist Katrin Fridriks’
exhibition FACEBOOKER was opened by Ambassador
Gunnlaugsson at the Design Centre Knightsbridge in
London. Katrin, an Icelandic artist living in Paris, has
received much praise for her work in France, Germany
and Iceland and is now on show in the UK for the first
time. Her work “Mer Rouge” inspires visitors of the
Olympic Stadium in Nimes, France. FACEBOOKER is
on show at the Design Centre Knightsbridge until 14"
January 2008. www.designck.co.uk

New Collectlon by STEINUNN

On the 6™ of December Ambassador Gunnlaugsson
made some remarks at the launch of Icelandic fashion
company STEINUNN’'s Spring Summer Collection.
Accompanying the presentation of the collection were
photographs by Mary Ellen Mark. The event took place
at the Air Gallery in Mayfair. STEINUNN was founded in
the year 2000 by Icelandic designer Steinunn
Sigurdardattir, the company’s creative director, who is a
well-known teacher of design and who has worked with
some of the best known names in fashion.
www.steinunn.com

The Embassy wishes you all a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!

Information on future Icelandic cultural eventdlie UK and accredited countries can be found orfEthbassy’s websitevww.iceland.org/uk
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