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Permanent Secretary of State meets Ambassadors 
Ambassador Gunnlaugsson invited Ambassadors of 
those countries accredited to Iceland and resident in 
London to a working luncheon on April 23rd to meet the 
Permanent Secretary of State, Grétar Már Sigurðsson. 
The representatives were from Costa Rica, Guinea, 
Jordan, Luxemburg, Macedonia, Malawi, Mongolia, 
Nepal, Philippines, Qatar and Uzbekistan. Among 
issues discussed were Iceland’s candidacy for the U.N. 
Security Council, new dimensions regarding the security 
of Iceland and general issues pertaining to the 
Parliamentary elections in Iceland on May 12th. 
 
Icelandic Travel and Tourism Mission to Northern 
England 24 th - 27th April 
A delegation of 10 Icelandic companies from the travel 
and tourism sector is visiting Northumberland, York, 
Leeds and Manchester seeking to establish and 
strengthen collaboration with UK partners. The Trade 
Mission is organised by the The Trade Council of 
Iceland in association with the British company 
Europartnerships and the Embassy. This is the second 
mission to Northern England in two months.  
 
Acquisition of Histogram in the UK 
The Icelandic owned company Refresco, manufacturer 
of fruit juice and soft drinks, has bought the British 
beverage manufacturer Histogram. Refresco originates 
from The Netherlands but operates in 13 different 
European countries. 
 
Nordic Investment Bank Reception 
The Nordic Investment Bank, NIB, with its CEO Mr. 
Johnny Åkerholm, hosted its annual London Reception 
at the Icelandic Ambassador’s residence on April 17th 
with Ambassador Gunnlaugsson in attendance. Over 70 
representatives from over 20 financial institutions, 
lenders or potential lenders to NIB, attended the 
reception.  
 
History of Icelandic Literature 
A History of Icelandic Literature, edited by Daisy 
Neijmann, has now been published by the University of 
Nebraska Press. The 832 page publication provides a 
complete overview of the literature of Iceland, from the 
Saga time until the present day, including chapters on 
lesser-known areas such as drama, children’s literature 
and women’s literature. The editor, Daisy Neijmann, is 
the Halldór Laxness Lecturer in Modern Icelandic 
Language and Literature at University College London. 
She presented a copy of the publication to Foreign 
Minister Valgerður Sverrisdóttir when the Foreign 
Minister was recently in London. 

 
London Book Fair 16 th - 18th April 
The London Book Fair is the world's leading spring 
publishing event for the trading of rights, bookselling and 
book production services. Representatives from 5 
Icelandic publishing houses attended the fair and 
participated in a Nordic reception organised by all the 
Nordic embassies in London.  
 
Garðar Cortes – Album & Concert 
Icelandic tenor, Garðar Cortes, will be performing at The 
Hamilton Court Festival on June 16th. The evening is a 
gala event and Garðar will be joining one of Britain’s 
most popular sopranos, Lesley Garret. Garðar’s Album, 
Cortes, has just been released in the UK and has 
already been very successful in the classical charts. 
www.hamiltoncourtfestival.com  &   www.cortes.is  
 
Gísli Örn Garðarsson at the National Theatre 
Icelandic actor, Gísli Örn Garðarson from Vesturport 
Theatre, is taking the stage at the National Theatre. The 
production is A Matter of Life and Death. For further 
information please visit:  www.nationaltheatre.org.uk 
 
Photography Exhibition 
Blink Gallery will present the photographic works of 
Emilie Fjola Sandy, Deja Vu, at 11 Poland Street, W1F 
8QA from the 17th to the 25th of May. Emilie Fjola, who is 
half Icelandic, graduated from Central Saint Martins in 
2003 and now works as a freelance portrait 
photographer. For further info:   www.emiliesandy.com 
 
Trabant touring the UK 
Icelandic band Trabant will be touring the UK in June. 
They will visit most major cities and play at the 
Glastonbury Festival. For further information about 
dates and venues please visit:  
www.myspace.com/trabantofficial 
 
Family Church Service 
The Icelandic congregation will hold a Family Service at 
the German Church in Knightsbridge on May 13th. One 
of Iceland’s brightest pop stars today, Hafdís Huld, 
teaches at the Church’s Sunday School and she will 
perform some new material, especially written for the 
school. 
 
Benni Hemm Hemm 
The Icelandic music band Benni Hemm Hemm will 
perform at the Great Escape Music Festival in Brighton 
which takes place from the 17th until the 19th of May. 

 

Information on future Icelandic cultural events in the UK and accredited countries can be found on the Embassy’s website: www.iceland.org/uk 
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